
Mars Hill 
Impromptu 101



Purpose
1. Create a bridge from culture to Christianity

2. Create a conversation
3. Give the judges and audience something to 

remind them of God



Ballot
● Illustrates common human 

experiences between the topic, the 
speaker, and Biblical concepts.

● Demonstrates why the chosen 
subject matters

● Utilizes those experiences and 
themes found in the topic to 
illustrate and advocate the value of 
Biblical truth

● Provides a creative response that 
addresses different and varied 
audience as appropriate. 



The Outline: 
How to build the Bridge



1. Intro
A. The tone of the intro 

depends on the topic
- Funny
- Sad
- Personal story (start and 

end with the story)



2. Topic content
Secret ingredient: preparation!!!



Song Synopsis Tips:
× Research the topic 

THOROUGHLY
× Songs:

× Print out all the lyrics 
and highlight the ones 
you want to quote





Song Synopsis Tips:

× Find out the background of the artist and 
the song inspiration

× Find out the popularity 



ARt Synopsis Tips:
× Attach a picture to your sheet and give a 

vivid description to the speech
× Find out the background of the artist and 

the art inspiration
× Find out the popularity 
× Find out about the history of the time period 

it was created in



Book/Movie/play Synopsis Tips:

× Spend 2-3 hours creating your synopsis section
× Create a huge synopsis then boil it down to no more 

than 1.5 pages



Book/Movie/play Synopsis Tips:

× Include character quotes
× Helpful resources:

× IMDB
× Cliff Notes
× Spark Notes





Theme Tips:
× Have 5-10 theme cards to draw from
× Practice your themes
× Include quotes, statistics, and Bible verses
× Include personal stories









Biggest Tip v



Use your personal 
stories to create 
the Bridge!!!



1. Introduce
your theme.

Process to build the bridge:
2. Share your 
personal story 
and connect it 
to how culture 
can never 
achieve the 
theme.

3. But then 
share through 
your personal 
story that with 
Jesus, you can 
achieve the 
theme.



An Example...



Theme:
Forgiveness

Personal Story:
My mom and her 
father

Culture vs. Jesus
If my mom went with culture’s 
standards,  she would’ve never 
forgiven her stepdad.

But she gathered strength from 
Jesus and followed His example 
and was able to forgive

Theme
Personal 

Story
Jesus



3. tIPS ON HOW tO cLOSE
- Connect to the judge by 

sharing advice
- Answer the question, 

“Why does this matter?”



How do you Make the 
Christian 

Connection??



In a nutshell...

Theme
Personal 

Story
Jesus



- Don’t act like your judges/audience don’t know anything
- But don’t assume that they know everything

Jesus



Jesus

“I want to talk about a man named Jesus. 
I’m sure you’ve heard of him before, but let 
me give you a little bit of background…”

Example:



How do I maximize my 
prep time???



Practice Cards Beforehand

★ Practice your topic in your room, giving yourself 
prep time and proper speaking time

★ Use drills!
○ Give yourself 2 minutes of prep time or even 1 

minute
○ Try giving a speech with no card!



Have organized binder sheets

★ Keep your topics in alphabetical 
order with tabs.

★ Have the same layout for every 
topic (this will help your brain 
navigate by habit).

★ Highlight, underline, and bold 
what you really want to put on 
your card





Have an organized card!



How do I speak 
conversationally?



1. Smile

Conversational Process

2. Have open 
gestures

4.  Have a casual 
speaker’s triangle 
and roadmap.

3. Have confident 
eye contact

5. Use your personal 
story to your 
advantage! Be the 
conversational 
story-teller!



THANKS!
Any questions?


